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| NT. HEXHAMVALE APARTMENT NI GHT

In a sparsely furnished apartnment living roomthere are
odd ornanents and a nmask over the fireplace. THE NARRATOR
is seated at a snmall table. Hs profile is visible, and
gradual ly his face, but not the other side of the table,
or who he faces and addresses. He is solemm and clearly
stoic in the face of a nysterious burden.

THE NARRATOR
There’s a very specific reason
why it haunts this place. (beat)
11l try and explain. | mean,
that is why you' re here. [edit]

EXT. THE I NN NI GHT

The Inn is a run down and nondescript village watering
hol e. The door opens and the LANDLORD enters before
approachi ng the bar.

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
| was working the late shift. It
was close to |ast orders when
this chap cones in.

I NT. THE I NN NI GHT

THE NARRATOR
VWhat can | get you?

LANDLORD
Br andy.

Landl ord stares pensively at the m ddl e di stance.

THE NARRATOR
£3. 50 pl ease.

LANDLORD
Oh? (beat) City prices.

THE NARRATOR
Well you don’t pay for the
at nosphere. There’'s everyone’'s
favorite thing.

LANDLORD
What ?

THE NARRATOR
Sonet hi ng for free.

LANDLORD
It is if you re poor. Know what
your favorite thing is if you
have noney?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2) 2.

Narrator shrugs, affably. Landlord | eans forward.

LANDLORD
Money.

Narrat or busies hinself w ping the bar while | ooking away.

THE NARRATOR
You have enough then.

LANDLORD
More than you, that's for
certain. You have any property?

THE NARRATOR
No.

LANDLORD
| do. Alot. Mst of it has been
innmy famly since the Conquest.

THE NARRATOR
s it a property that brings you
out this way tonight?

LANDLORD
Yes, as a matter of fact. |’ ve
recently acquired one in this
village. It was a care hone for
the elderly. Do you know it?
[edit]

THE NARRATOR
You nean the place that was
vacant for a few years? Wiat do
they call it?

LANDLORD
Hexhanval e.

EXT. & I NT. HEXHAMVALE EVENI NG

The care hone is a late 70s red brick building. It is in
reasonabl e condition but there are signs of decay.

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
He got to tal king about how he
brought the place and how he was
renting out its roons to people
on | ow i ncones - peopl e who
weren’t going to conplain nmuch
about anything. But rent wasn’'t
the main reason he wanted the
property. His real notive is what
you shoul d be interested in.



I NT. THE I NN NI GHT

LANDLORD
| acquired it after the conpany
running the place gave it up. The
County owned it but it was taking
too long to find a new tenant, so
they put it on the market.

THE NARRATOR
You're telling nme the County sold
Hexhanval e just because they
couldn’t wait to lease it out
agai n?

LANDLORD
That’'s what | was advi sed.

THE NARRATOR
Ckay, but it’s not what | heard.

LANDLORD
And what did you hear?

THE NARRATOR
That they were lining up to bring
bodi es out.

LANDLORD
There were sone runours about a
coupl e of, how should I put it,
untinely deaths that occurred in
gui ck succession. They kept it
all out of the nmedia, so it
didn’t put ne off.

THE NARRATOR
| suppose it’'s expected that sone
residents will pass away, but not
t hat many, that quickly.

LANDLORD
Resi dent s? Shows how nuch you
know.

I NT. HEXHAMVALE DAY

A body lies with legs in corridor with signs of self-harm
There is an arm over side of bath dripping bl ood.

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
It was staff menbers that died.
Several had taken their own
lives.



I NT. I NN NI GHT

LANDLORD
The price fell through the floor
because the County was in a panic
to sell. If word about sonething
i ke that spreads too far you’l
be stuck with a white el ephant.
The County al ready has enough of
those | think youll find. It was
anot her reason to buy.

THE NARRATOR
Anot her reason? How many did you
have?

Landl ord | ooks away.

LANDLORD
O course ultimately all | really
want is the land. (beat) Renting
the place out is an instant
return on investnent, but it
conmes with its own set of
pr obl ens.

THE NARRATOR
Li ke what ?

LANDLORD
Cetting enough people to stay
t here.
EXT. HEXHAMVALE ENTRANCE NI GHT
Landl ord stands outside waiting and watching inpatiently.

The LODGER approaches through shadows and stops in the
porch light. She is hesitant.

Landl ord sneers.
| NT. THE | NN NI GHT
Landl ord turns back to address Narrator.

LANDLORD
Let ne educate you.

| NT. HEXHAMVALE NI GHT
Lodger dragging suitcase in then down corridor.

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
He told ne about one wonan that
nmoved in. Like nbst of us she was
wor ki ng a m ni nrum wage j ob.



| NT. HEXHAMVALE APARTMENT NI GHT

Gat heri ng dusk, sunset, birds at dusk. Lodger inspects
interior and decor including mask over fireplace curiously
but with uncertainty. Turning heater up. WAl ki ng down
corridors |listening at doors. Looking out w ndows;

i nvestigati ng sounds and shadows.

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
He said she started conpl ai ni ng
about the roons being cold. Then
about strange noi ses, or voices,
or footsteps. She was calling him
every other night, or so he said.
Later she told himshe could see
shadows of people outside but he
dismssed it as tree branches, or
peopl e passing the place on foot,
or anything el se caught in the
headl i ghts of passing cars. He
sai d others had conpl ai ned before
but they all seened to | eave
shortly afterward.

Lodger sits readi ng. Shadow encroaches on the blind in the
background. Di sappears past edge of blind as if entering
the room

A dark figure walks in front of her (between her and
camner a)

THE NARRATOR (V. Q) (cont’d)
She was |ike nost of theml
suppose. It wasn’t | ong before
she realised that what was
outside (beat) was really inside.

| NT. HEXHAMVALE APARTNMENT NI GHT
Narrator at table.

THE NARRATOR
He expl ai ned how Hexhanval e was
built on | and once owned by Lord
Charl es Burgrave. Hi s ancestors
were granted nunerous estates
around here after the
Restoration. It included his
manor house, Dangate Hall

| NT. DAMGATE HALL
Views of Crest.
A hand and whip covered in blood in foreground and the

figure of a maid crouching in the background while
convul si vel y sobbi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
The fam |y crest had a red hand
init because one of Lord
Bur grave’s predecessors had
reputedly whi pped a servant to
deat h. Charles hinself had
clearly inherited a hatred of
servants and all those who | acked
connection. [edit]

Hunti ng scenes from contenporary books and wall nurals.

THE NARRATOR (V. Q) (cont’d)
He was an obsessive hunter and
| et hunting dogs | oose on his
ganekeeper for sonme mnor error.
They ripped the nan to pieces.

| NT. HEXHAMVALE APARTMENT NI GHT

Narrator at table.

THE NARRATOR
Bur grave supposedly treasured his
hounds nore for doing so. Hi's
notoriety grew until his death in
the md 1800s, and when his
famly line ended abruptly soon
after, everything was sold off to
cl ear the debts he had incurred
over decades.

I NT. I NN NI GHT

Landl ord |

LANDLORD
My fam ly had sone of the | and.
So did one or two of the other
| andowners of substance. |’ ve
been buying it fromthem piece by
pi ece when the tine has been
ri ght ever since. My great
grandf at her even tried to buy the
title. Sadly he was out bid.
[edit]

eans forward

LANDLORD (cont’ d)
O course the story suggests
Burgrave sold his nost val uable
possession during his lifetine.
He is said to have had conmerce
with the Devil in order to extend
his life.

( CONTI NUED)
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THE NARRATOR
Are you trying to tell ne he sold
his soul ?

LANDLORD
He also tried cheating the Devil
out of his bargain. Don’t you
know the | egend of Satan’s MI1|?

EXT. THE M LL DAY

Story book cover opens and frontispiece turns. The MII is
a dilapidated structure that is animated before it
di ssolves to live action.

BURGRAVE runs over marshes near horizon | ooking over his
shoul der as he goes.

Burgrave runs toward the mill.

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
He started by telling nme how
Burgrave had spent his extra
years ganbling and drinking his
i nheritance away, and when the
devil canme to collect, Burgrave
fled. The Devil pursued him
drunk out of his mnd, across his
| ands.

| NT. THE M LL DAY
Burgrave sits inside the MII against a wall |ooking down.

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
He was eventually cornered in a
derelict drainage mll. The Devi l
wai t ed, playing cat and nouse,
| eadi ng Burgrave to believe he
had tinme to hatch a plan

EXT. THE M LL DAY

Burgrave | ooks at a mask before putting it on. He runs
fromMIIl door and junps into river

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
He fashioned a |ikeness of Satan
out of clay, nud, sand, brick
dust, and bits of |eather -
what ever he could find. Then he
ran for his life and junped into
a nearby river



EXT. MARSH DAY

Devil reflection with masked Burgrave under water

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
When Satan pretended to claimhis
prey fromthe water Burgrave held
his breath under the surface,
t hi nking the Devil would m stake
himfor his own reflection. So
satisfied was he with the
absurdly anbitious deception he' d
i nduced Burgrave to attenpt,
Satan allowed himto think the
trick worked and w thdrew.

EXT. DAMGATE HALL EVEN NG

The Hal |

under gathering storm cl ouds.

| NT. DAMGATE HALL NI GHT

Burgrave sits wheezing in chair

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
So believing he had fool ed the
Devil, he Iinped back to Dangate
Hal |, but wi thout the favour of
his dark prince, Burgave grew
weaker wth each breath.

EXT. MARSH DAY

Bur grave wanders.

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
Satan cursed himthat in death
he’d wal k his | ands forever,
wearing the hideous mask he'd
used to try and evade his gravest
debt .

I NT. CHURCH RUI N DAY

Burgarve strides through the roofless interior of

chur ch.

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
The Church took this story so
seriously it denied hima
Christian burial.

lit by firelight.

rui ned



EXT. MARSH DAY
Bur grave strides.

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
Bei ng condemed by Satan served
to intensify his contenpt for al
but those he thought of as his
peers.

I NT. THE I NN NI GHT

LANDLORD
And now he carries out the
Devil’s will wth a vengeance.

THE NARRATOR
So in the story he hopes to
reflect the ultimate
personification of evil? Howis
that different from anyone el se
who calls hinself an aristocrat?

LANDLORD
And how are you different from
anyone el se who woul d benefit
from adopting a | arge neasure of
def erence? Perhaps you' Il find
yourself in a position in which
no-one inportant sees you unti
eventual ly you don’t see
yoursel f, like ny | odgers at
Hexhanval e.

Landl ord regains his supercilious conmposure

LANDLORD
You know sone of the furniture
|’ ve used there cane from Dangate
Hal |, including a very special
chair.

| NT. HEXHAMVALE
Shots of an old chair as if it were a throne.
THE NARRATOR (V. Q)
Ckay, 1’1l ask. What’s so speci al
about the chair?
| NT. THE I NN NI GHT

THE NARRATOR
Was it Satan’s throne??

( CONTI NUED)
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LANDLORD
No, but it is the chair Burgrave
died in.

| NT. DAMGATE HALL

Burgrave slunps forward in the chair but is suddenly
ani mat ed backward wearing the mask that he frantically
tries to renove.

I NT. I NN NI GHT

THE NARRATOR
VWhere is it?

LANDLORD
You know t hat woman | was telling
you about ?

| NT. HEXHAMVALE APARTMENT NI GHT

The chair is in view but through doors. In the foreground
the Lodger is in kitchen. The chair is enpty as she wal ks
between work top and breakfast bar preparing a neal. On
last trip as she turns to go back to the table the figure
of Burgrave is visible in the chair as she passes.

THE NARRATOR (V. Q)

It was in the apartnment she
rented, and Hexhanval e was built
on the | ast piece of |and once
owned by Burgrave. Dangate Hall
was denvolished to make way it.
Now all his fornmer property was
in this guy’ s possession. [edit]

The door slanms shut. Rhythm c bangi ng on door begins.
Lodger approaches the door with obvious trepidation and
opens it. Burgrave stands hol ding the nmask from over the
fireplace. The Lodger’s face betrays spasns of fear.

Bur gave gestures flanboyantly to Lodger to take the nask
fromhis outstretched hand.

Lodger stands in doorway dressed in Victorian nmaid's
uni form and the mask

I NT. THE I NN NI GHT

LANDLORD
So many who rented there just
vani shed. Their roons al ways
| ooked abandoned. Perhaps nore
have noved in than have noved
out .

Landl ord gl oats

( CONTI NUED)
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LANDLORD (cont’ d)
But | digress. |I haven't told you
the best part of the legend. It
suggests that those who hel p
Burgrave will have his graces and
protection in this |ife and
beyond. (beat) Then, it’s just a
folk tale that you feel free to
parody, isn't it?

Narrator seenms nore interested.
THE NARRATOR
Are you sayi ng what | think
you’' re sayi ng?
Landl ord prepares to | eave. Looks at watch.
LANDLORD
(beat) Now you’'re addressing ne
as if I am paying attention.

Narrator watches |andlord | eave and | ooks deep in thought,
as if considering what he shoul d do.

EXT. THE | NN NI GHT
Landl ord gets into car
| NT. LANDLORDS CAR NI GHT

The Landl ord noves into the frane of the rear view mrror.
Burgrave leans into view behind himin the back seat.

LANDLORD
Hexhanmval e?

Bur grave nods assent.
EXT. HEXHAMVALE NI GHT

Narrat or explores the curtilage of Hexhanval e. Peers
t hrough a door before forcing it. Enters Hexhanvale flat.

| NT. HEXHAMVALE APARTMENT NI GHT

Narrator wal ks into living roomand sees Lodger on fl oor
unconsci ous. He begins to try and wake her.

THE NARRATOR
You need to get out of here now.

A door creaks. The narrator turns. The Landlord is there.
He brandi shes a knife.

( CONTI NUED)
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LANDLORD
No! You need to get out of here
now. You're trespassing.

The Narrator stands his ground to ensure Lodger’s escape.

LANDLORD (cont’ d)
Oh. It appears chivalry isn't
quite dead. (beat) But it wll
die with you. [or]

LANDLORD (cont’ d)
[ALT.] Very well. Now I can use
force.

Landl ord lunges forward with the knife. Lodger flees and
Narrat or uses arns defensively. The shadow on the wal
shows the Landlord s armdraw back with the knife and
plunge forward toward the jackknifing shadow of the
Narrator. [edit]

The view swings past a seated figure and rests on the face
of the MEDI UM who seens poised to deliver a concl usion.

She is framed between two attentive (new) TENANTS of
Hexhanval e as a seance cones to a close. Medium | ooks from
one to the other.

VEDI UM
That is all | amgetting about
what happened here. He didn’'t say
any nore. Al the phenonena
you’ ve observed in this place
since you noved in are a warning.
When furniture and ot her objects
shake, or when doors cl ose by
t hensel ves and you are | ocked
out, it takes all the spiritua
energy he has. It’s his way of
trying to warn you

TENANT
About what? The fornmer Landl ord?
W were told he disappeared after
t he body was found.

VEDI UM
It’s nore a warni ng about
Bur grave, and how people |ike him
are treated in life and in death.
They are habitually feared for
t heir call ousness, or honoured
for famly connection and
i nheritance. There are better
reasons to val ue peopl e.

( CONTI NUED)
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TENANT
You nean (beat) for show ng
courage, or compassion.

TENANT (cont’ d)
Yes.

MVEDI UM
Yes, people can surprise with
their selfless actions. On the
ot her hand, by passing title and
property within a famly |ine
some try to create the illusion
of immortality and the inevitable
continuity of ownership. Yet
ot her individuals hope for reward
and to evade harm thensel ves by
carrying out the agenda of the
selfish and over-privil eged.
Ironically only that nakes them
dangerous. |If you stop believing,
you can free your nminds from
their influence. Use the exanple
of the brave man who stood up to
them and who gave his life for
soneone made hel pl ess only by her
m st aken bel i ef they were better,
or nore inportant than she. Let’s
all believe in ourselves instead.

The tenants | ook positive, affirmng subtly.

FADE OUJT



